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UM ADMINISTRATOR GIVES DISTINGUISHED LECTURE 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s Daniel Kemmis, director of the O ’Connor Center for the 
Rocky Mountain West, was selected from a national pool of candidates to give the Pinchot 
Distinguished Lecture Feb. 11 in Washington, D.C.
Pinchot Lectures are intended to advance the frontiers of understanding and current 
thinking about contemporary conservation issues. The lectures aim to provide a new historical 
perspective on conservation issues and stimulate new ways of thinking about natural resources 
and their conservation.
Kemmis’ lecture was titled “Rethinking Public Land Governance for the New 
Century.” He argued that a new spirit of collaboration sweeping the West is fundamentally at 
odds with the existing, centralized system of public land management. As one leader of this 
western movement, he suggests that it is time to start thinking in new ways about the 
devolution of control over the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management in the 
West.
Unlike the Sagebrush Rebels, Kemmis does not suggest selling public lands to private 
interests or turning the lands over to the states. Instead, he would like to see a modernized 
system in which the watersheds of the West are gradually made more self-governing, allowing
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people living in these “watershed democracies” to manage their public lands wisely and well 
without direction or control from a distant government in Washington. Recognizing that such a 
change cannot occur overnight, Kemmis proposes a period of experimentation on specific 
national forests or BLM districts to enable westerners to show what they could do if given 
direct control over their home ground.
The Pinchot Institute for Conservation is an independent, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to leadership in conservation thought, policy and action.
Kemmis directs UM’s O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, a regional 
studies and public policy institute designed to sharpen Westerners’ understanding of their 
region and guide visions for its future. A former Missoula mayor, he is author of “Community 
and the Politics of Place.”
m
CBS
Local
PinchotK.rl
